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As we navigated the challenges 
presented by COVID, volunteers 
continued their support of Deschutes 
Public Library. With a moderate return of 
volunteers throughout the pandemic, as 
Libraries become busier and as COVID 
recedes into the background, volunteer 
support continues to grow. Thank you to 
all our volunteers. Our libraries and the 
services we provide would not be the 
same without them.  

Judy England
Volunteer Services Coordinator



Volunteer Services Mission
Volunteer Services supports the 
Deschutes Public Library mission to
enrich lives and to build community. 

Volunteer Services Vision
Volunteer Services is recognized by staff 
and the community for providing valuable 
services for a wide range of areas. 
Volunteer Services is seen as partners in a 
joint mission to provide materials and 
services to a diverse population. 
Volunteer Liaisons collaborate and share 
resources to enhance services across the 
district. Our informed and trained

volunteers are diversely skilled individuals who are committed to 
excellence. We continually explore and expand opportunities for 
volunteers to support the DPL mission. Our success allows our staff 
and customers to receive a high level of engaging service that 
promotes literacy, recreation, and professional development. 

2020–2021 Volunteer 
Opportunities
Adult Book Display
AV Inspection
Computer Assistant Rover
Computer Lab Assistant
Craft Kit Support
HomeWord Bound Selector
Missing List
Paging List
Shelf Organizer
Tech Services Support



Volunteer Appreciation 

In celebration of volunteers with years big and small, thank you to all 
who serve Deschutes Public Library.

5 Year
Carol Brandon
Cathy Bullis
Becky Duncan
Kathy Hepler
Christa Kollerer  
Chris Lucas
Melanie Niles
Gladys Pilz 
Kymberly Puryear
Sharon Rexford 
Joel Tinsley
Debbi Wilhelm

10 Year
Lou Angoli 
Dale Benedict
Kathy Coon  
Amy Guardalabene
Nancy Richie
Tim Schindele
Wanda Sobiegraj
Al Wilson
15 Year
Jay Bednorz
Martha Lawler

20 Year
Kathryn Godsiff
Glenna Larsen   
Jim Larsen



B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

83
Volunteers

2 ,895
Ser vice  hours

$51 ,316
In taxpayer 

money saved

Youngest
volunteer

Oldest
volunteer

Median age 
of volunteers

17

85

67

Men

25%

Women

75%



D E P A R T M E N T S  & 
P R O G R A M  S E R V E D

In the Library
Circulation
Tech Services
Children’s
Adults
HomeWord Bound

Outreach
HomeWord Bound
Additional Outreach  
programs went on hiatus  
due to COVID



Volunteers proudly support the library 
mission of providing access to ideas 
and information to enrich lives and 
build community through life-long learn 
opportunities.

With assignments ranging from shelving 
to child craft support, and Latino Services 
support to facilitating book clubs 
for seniors, volunteers support their 
community and enrich lives daily! 

S U P P O R T I N G  T H E 
L I B R A R Y ’ S  M I S S I O N



BECKY DUNCAN
When speaking with Becky several things become 
wonderfully clear—she has several deep-rooted 
passions: books, music and horses.
As a retired Central Oregon elementary school 
teacher, it is no small wonder that reading and the 
excitement of stories for herself, friends and students 
brought Becky to volunteer at the East Bend Library. 
While shelving and putting out holds, Becky loves 
watching parents taking time to encourage their kids 
to find great books, often hearing them  exclaim “I 
remember that book!” or “I read THAT book as a child!” 

Her volunteer assignments delightfully provide the greatest hazard: finding more 
interesting books to read!

Being a musician, music holds an important piece of Becky’s life, including 
how her horse got her name (Becky named her horse Miss Hannah of Elgin after a 
Scottish jig that has a rhythm that connects with her gait.) Becky plays piano and 
cello and pre-pandemic played piano in a group that began in 1994 to accompany 
the Scottish country dance form. The group, A Scottish Heart, was often very busy 
with annual concerts, weddings, contra dances, formal dances and more. Also pre-
pandemic, Becky played cello with the Bend Pops Orchestra. The day of returning to 
group playing is something Becky looks forward to doing again. 

Last and certainly not least, Becky has a passion for horses that began at an early 
age and continues to this day. Listening to Becky talk about horsemanship, the next 
wave of horsemanship and how much there is to know and learn about and from 
horses was captivating and something I could listen to for as long as she would like 
to discuss it. 

Spending a portion of several days of the week at the barn where her horse 
Hannah is boarded, which also houses the rescue facility “Mustangs to the Rescue,” 
Becky is in her happy place. In addition to trail riding right from the barn, there is 
always some cleaning up and tending needing to be done at the barn and Becky is 
always happy to help out. 

When asked what’s something people wouldn’t know about you just from 
looking at you Becky explains she has a keen interest in the nitty gritty of how horse 
brains function, such as the ability to have a functional MRI of a horse, the ability to 
understand how a horse thinks impacting how best to work and train with them and 
so much more. For more information about horsemanship—and not surprisingly 
two of the people Becky would love to sit down with and share a meal—take a 
moment to look up Ray Hunt and Tom Dorrance, two men who greatly impacted 
horsemanship and were fascinating individuals!

Thank you Becky for including amongst your passions, the library. We appreciate 
your dedication, time and help with materials at the East Bend Library!

Judy England
Volunteer Services Coordinator

V O L U N T E E R S  I N  A C T I O N



JAY BLANK and 
MELANIE BUTLER
For the past six years, after many years working in the education 
field, Jay Blank and Melanie Butler have volunteered with the La 
Pine Library. What brought them from Los Angeles to Central 
Oregon is a pure love of nature. 

Jay, a retired science teacher, speaks eloquently about 
his time working with and guiding students, although it 
wasn’t a straight path to teaching. Starting out working in city 
government in Northern California after leaving his home in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, it wasn’t long before Jay decided 
working in city government wasn’t for him. Jay headed to 
Southern California to reinvent himself as a teacher. He taught 

Marriage and Family classes along with Spanish, Science and Math while teaching at his district’s 
Continuation school and soon returned to his favorite, teaching science to junior high school 
students. Jay acquired several accolades along the way. To name a few: writing a grant through 
NASA worth $100,000 and receiving a fellowship from John Hopkins for teaching gifted and 
talented students. And while those are serious accolades, perhaps his most cherished one is 
becoming a beloved teacher. Jay doesn’t brag about his achievements but he happily shares 
that many of his students went into the science field. He misses the kids and, not surprisingly, 
remains in touch with many of them and now delights in hearing about his students’ children and 
grandchildren. 

Melanie also attended college getting a B.A. in psychology with a biology minor. She 
obtained a M.A. in psychology and become a career counselor and then an academic advisor at 
the same college she attended. She enjoyed working with students to meet the requirements 
for graduation and, to this day, also not surprisingly, she remains in touch with her favorite 
professors and students.  

Jay and Melanie moved here for the abundance of hiking trails, rivers and lakes. They spend 
as much time experiencing the great Central Oregon outdoors as possible (any of their visitors 
better be able to walk and kayak!). Both are passionate about the environment and expressed 
great joy in all the sights and animals they see while being out in nature. Melanie spoke fondly 
about the book The World Without Us by Alan Weisman. It is a biology teacher’s thoughts on 
what the planet would be without the current damage to the planet. It may be considered a 
warning but it is also a hope for recovery. Many other books have had an impact on Melanie, 
including The Road Less Traveled by M. Scott Peck, The Gift of Fear and Fear Less by Gavin DE 
Becker and Love, Medicine and Miracles by Bernie S Siegel to name a few. Jay’s influential book is 
Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger; having read it in high school and just re-reading, Jay finds the 
thought of “loss of innocence” quite compelling.

When talking about who she would like to share a meal with, Melanie would like to spend 
time with Bill and Melinda Gates to learn how they select the campaigns they support through 
their philanthropic work. When she dreams of winning the lottery she fantasizes about what 
big problems she could solve. Jay, who has an uncanny resemblance to Art Garfunkel, would 
find sharing a meal with the musician fascinating as he embraces so many facets of the arts and 
sciences from a math professor to singer, poet, actor, writer and more. What dinner parties those 
would be! 

Jay and Melanie have so much dedication to the things they love and they feel strongly in 
giving back to their community. We’re so thankful Jay and Melanie chose Central Oregon!

Judy England
Volunteer Services Coordinator

V O L U N T E E R S  I N  A C T I O N



Lou Angoli
Ellen Avery
Jay Bednorz
Jay Blank
Carol Brandon
Cathy Bullis
Alex Bundy
Melanie Butler
Kathy Coon
Moira Curry
Karen Donahue
Becky Duncan
Louise Flanagan
Laurel Francis
Lance Gleason
Kathryn Godsiff
Erleen Griffeth
Susan Groszkiewicz
Ted Groszkiewicz
Andrea Gauntlett
Amy Guardalabene
Linda Gustafson
Mike Halpern
Sydney Harrison
Rick Harville
Dwight Hatfield
Bettina Haugen
Nancy Hawley
Kathi Hayward
Kathe Heilbron
Catherine Herrold
David Hewett
Norma Hodge
Peggy Houge
Sue Janssen
Kathy Ketchum
Deb Kleinman
Christa Kollerer
Mary Ann Kruse
Bill Kurtz
Glenna Larsen
Jim Larsen
Martha Lawler
Deborah Lewis
Chris Lucas

Susan Mason-Milks
Richard McDonnell
Jan Michelsen
Rebecca Miller
Jenee Mohler
Lisa Nakadate
Joel Newman
Mark Perez
Steve Phillips
Linda Pick
Gladys Pilz
Norma Post
Marion Pratt
Linda Quattrone
Sharon Rexford
Nancy Richie
Jan Sanderson
Larry Sanderson
Jennifer Sanford
Tim Schindele
Sandy Schmidgall
Colleen Scott
Nancy Sheldon
Andrea Simone
Bonnie Smith
Lisa Smith
Sherry Smith
Wanda Sobiegraj
Martha Swain
Kathie Thatcher
Joel Tinsley
Julie Turner
Dennis Wallace
Wade Weatherman
Sharon Webster
Carol Wellock
Al Wilson
Mary Winkle
Mary Nash
Jonathan Newlin
Malcolm Niles
Melanie Niles
Michael Niles
Evan Palmer
Madeleine Palombo

Terri Payne
Mark Perez
Karen Perkins
Gavyn Peterson
Irene Phillips
Steve Phillips
Linda Pick
Cynthia Pierce
Gladys Pilz
Patricia Pitman
Suzanne Posner
Norma Post
Marion Pratt
Kathleen Prospero
Kymberly Puryear
Linda Quattrone
Norma Quero
Kay Raisner
Jessca Rancier-Floyd
Valerie Rathjen
Linda Reinthal
Sierra Reisman
Sharon Rexford
Catrina Rich
Karen Rich
Marsha Rich
Nancy Richie
Gina Ricketts
Diane Ringler
Haley Rockwell
Aliza Rubin
Janet Russell
Jan Sanderson
Larry Sanderson
Evelia Sandoval
Jennifer Sanford
Roiann Santos
Tim Schindele
Sandy Schmidgall
Maria Scoles
Colleen Scott
Stan Seaman
Nancy Sheldon
Andrea Simone
Preston Sleeth

India Slodki
Alexandria Smiley
Sue Smit
Bonnie Smith
David Smith
Lisa Smith
Micah Smith
Sherry Smith
Wanda Sobiegraj
Alice Staley
Mona Steinberg
Lorna Stuart
Martha Swain
Ian Swift
Kathie Thatcher
Joan Thompson
Cindy Timm
Joel Tinsley
Marc Torrey
Julie Turner
Maria Laura Vago
Caroline Van Schoick
Rita Vance
Barbara Wade
Dennis Wallace
Trudee Walter
Katelynn Warner
Kathleen Weary
Wade Weatherman
Bruce Weaver
Sharon Webster
Carol Wellock
Lindsay Wengloski
Debbi Wilhelm
Susan Williams
Sue Wills
Al Wilson
Amber Winkel
Mary Winkle
Susan Wolfkeil (Sue)
David Wood
Cara Woodard
Kaixiang Zhang
Yeraldin Zuniga Veliz

T H A N K  Y O U,  V O L U N T E E R S !



IN MEMORIAM

Volunteers become a huge part of our lives with their weekly presence. Our libraries are blessed 
with volunteers, many of whom become part of the fabric of our lives.

Marion Pratt
A Downtown Bend Library volunteer since 2012, Marion helped as a public computer assistant 
before transitioning to shelving materials and assisting with the best-seller adult book display. 
Marion’s joy of being a library volunteer was clear as she quietly came in to the library and 
headed into the stacks. Marion had many adventures in her RV and often felt neglectful of 
her library duties, inquiring if her few week absences would get her fired, to which we replied, 
“Never!” An aortic aneurysm took Marion too soon. Her dedication, interest, and kindness in all 
things around her was deeply felt.

Laurie Fox
As a Downtown Bend Library volunteer beginning in 2016, Laurie became part of the Sunday 
team of shelving volunteers. Her grace, kindness, and dedication were palpable and, after a 
period of unknown health issues and decreasing energy levels, Laurie received a diagnosis of ALS. 
Maintaining her spirits despite the diagnosis, Laurie continued to volunteer, only stopping at the 
onset of the COVID pandemic. Continuing to stay in touch with a keen interest in staff and library 
happenings throughout the beginning of COVID, Laurie passed peacefully in her sleep early 
August 2021. 

Stan Seaman
With a twinkle in his eye and a spirited determination, Stan began volunteering with the 
Downtown Bend Library in 2013 inspecting audio-visual materials. Just prior to the onset of 
the COVID pandemic Stan’s Parkinson’s disease shifted, making his time with the library more 
challenging, and hegracefully took his leave from volunteering. Months after Stan’s departure 
from the library, a visit with Stan and his wife Melinda showed grace and dedication in the midst 
of a debilitating illness. After a series of health setbacks, Stan passed away in October 2021.


